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Hubbard learned that a Colombian gun-boat, Cartagena,
had come in during the night with four hundred or five
hundred troops on board. He had her boarded and learned
that the troops were for the garrison at Panama. As he
had not yet received instructions, he did not feel justified
in preventing their landing, and they were disembarked at
8.30 A. M. Their commanding officers, Generals Amaya and
Tovar, with four others, took the train to Panama, leaving
Colonel Torres in command. At 10.30 Commander Hub-
bard received the cable message with the instructions cited
above, and at once went ashore. Late in the afternoon he
learned that there had been a revolution in Panama; that
Generals Amaya and Tovar and the other four Colombian
officers had been seized and were held as prisoners; that a
provisional government had been established and a military
force of one thousand five hundred men had been organized;
and that the provisional government wished the Colombian
troops at Colon to be sent to Panama.

The general superintendent of the Panama Eailroad had
agreed to transport the Colombian troops, but Commander
Hubbard, on the morning of November 4, 1903, prohibited
the transportation of troops in either direction in order to
preserve the neutrality of the Isthmus and free and unin-
terrupted transit. During the forenoon of November 4,
1903, Commander Hubbard was informed that Colonel
Torres had sent word to the United States consul at Colon
that if Generals Amaya and Tovar and the other Colombian
officers who had been seized at Panama were not released
by 2 p. M. he, Torres, would open fire on the town, of Colon
and kill every United States citizen in the place. Com-
mander Hubbard had all the American citizens of Colon
assembled in the stone building of the Panama Eailroad
Company, quickly fortified it as much as possible, and at
1.30 p. M. landed forty-two men from the Nashville to pro-
tect the building, with orders not to fire unless fired upon.
The American women and children were placed aboard a
Panama Railroad Company steamer and a German steamer
which were lying at the wharf.